
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE “Prelude on RESIGNATION” — arr. Lester H. Groom Mark Cole, organ 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

One: The glory of God shines like a consuming fire. 

All:  We have seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

One: The voice of God thunders like a mighty storm. 

All:  Out of the cloud, God speaks: This is my beloved; listen! 

 

HYMN  “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” (page 8 below) 

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Peter Leibensperger 

One: God alone is righteous;  

God alone is perfect; 

God alone is judge. 

Yet this holy, righteous God comes to us in love, to save us. 

Rejoicing in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: God of all glory, beauty, and grace,  

we have tried to hide from you— 

to hide our faces, to hide our sin— 

yet you have never hidden your love for us. 

We have tried to search for you— 

in temples, in clouds, on mountaintops— 

yet you have already revealed yourself to us in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Forgive us, and transform us so that our lives may shine with your glory, beauty, and 

grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Our God comes and does not keep silence; 

God speaks to us with grace and love, saying: You are my beloved child. 

This is the good news of the gospel: 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
February 14, 2021 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

One: Speak to us, O Lord our God, and let the fire of your Spirit burn brightly in our hearts. 

Open our minds to receive the wisdom of the law, the hope of the prophets, and the life of the 

gospel: Jesus Christ, your living Word. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 2 Kings 2:1-12 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 

way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 

said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The 

company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today 

the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to 

him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 

yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at 

Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master 

away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the 

Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 

you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 

distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it 

up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 

crossed on dry ground.  

     When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from 

you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a 

hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As 

they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and 

Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The 

chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes 

and tore them in two pieces.  

 

Mark 9:2-9  Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 

were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but 

only Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

ANTHEM   “Simple Gifts” — arr. Valerie W. Stephenson White Chapel Bells 

 

SERMON  “Next Step” Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on PUER NOBIS NASCITUR (page 9 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Postlude on ST. THOMAS — arr. Douglas E. Wagner Mark Cole, organ 

 

 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN! Please be in touch if you have news to share 

or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 

can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR FEBRUARY 14: 

Prelude – “Prelude on RESIGNATION,” Lester H. Groom 

RESIGNATION, an American folk melody, appeared in Southern Harmony, 1835. In most hymnals the tune 

is in the key of C. The hymn became popular in a choral setting by the American composer Virgil 

Thomson, and today remains a favorite choral piece. Groom’s published works include organ and choral 

compositions, articles, and music reviews. He was a specialist in the art of organ improvisation and often 

featured free improvisations in his organ recitals throughout the country. 
 

Hymn – “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 

Considered by many to be one of the “archetypal” African-American spirituals, “Swing Low, Sweet 

Chariot” welcomes death as the occasion “to carry me home” to glory. The text incorporates the imagery of 

“Jordan” and “chariot” from the Old Testament narratives of Elijah’s ascent into heaven (2 Kings 2). In 

spite of the “ups” and “downs” of earthly life (st. 3), it is comforting for Christians to know with certainty 

that their final destination is the glory of a new heaven and earth. 
 

Anthem – “Simple Gifts,” arr. Valerie W. Stephenson 

We welcome the Whitechapel Bells! Whitechapel Bells’ anthem, “Simple Gifts,” arranged by Valerie W. 

Stephenson, is a well-known traditional Shaker hymn. In our hymnal, the tune is used for the familiar “I 

Danced in The Morning.” Thanks to our ringers: Kristin Carberry, Gavin Dunn, Stella Heimerling, Connor 

McGovern, Anne Marie Naseef, Elizabeth Olson, Keira Wackes, and Luke Wackes, and videographer Jim 

Peterson for sharing their talents.  
 

 

 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
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Meditation on PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, arr. John H. Behnke 

“O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright” was authored by St. Ambrose (340 – 397) and translated to English by 

Robert Seymour Bridges (1844 – 1930). This hymn is filled with the imagery of light. The first verse is about 

the light of God’s glorious splendor which illuminates our days. The second verse likens the light of the Sun 

to the “Holy Spirit’s cloudless ray.” The third verse likens our faith to “noontide shining bright.” And the 

fourth verse asks that we would find our God and Savior in the image of Christ that we behold each day. 
 

Postlude – “Postlude on ST. THOMAS,” arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

ST. THOMAS is actually lines 5 through 8 of the sixteen-line tune HOLBORN, composed by Aaron Williams (b. 

London, 1731, d. London, 1776) and published in his collection (1763,1765) as a setting for Charles Wesley’s 

text “Soldiers of Christ, Arise”. The harmonization is by Lowell Mason. Douglas E. Wagner, a native of 

Chicago, is an internationally recognized composer and arranger. More than 3,000 titles of his music have been 

published since 1973, including works for choir, concert band, orchestra, handbells, organ, piano, and voice. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 17 – The Ash Wednesday Service will be streamed all day 

this Wednesday on www.haddonfieldpres.org and Facebook. The Imposition of Ashes will take 

place from 12-1 p.m. and 5-6 p.m. in the Church portico (enter through playground). See last page 

of announcements for Lent and Holy Week schedules. 

 

THE FPCH LENTEN DEVOTIONAL IS AVAILABLE – With contributions from staff and 

congregation members, this year’s devotional follows the Revised Common Lectionary and offers personal 

reflection, meditation, and prayer. Please find and print your own copy here. There are a limited number of 

print copies available during today’s drive-through for those without computers or printers. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING AND REPORT – This year’s annual meeting of the corporation will take place on 

Sunday, February 21 on Zoom immediately following worship. The Annual Report will be available on 

www.haddonfieldpres.org. If you need a print copy, please contact the church office. 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 

a.m. on Zoom at this link. For February 14: Week 2 of our series exploring specific aspects of structural 

racism will examine the problem of school segregation right here in New Jersey. To get you thinking about 

the topic, we're offering two resources. The first is a podcast from NPR's This American Life about the 

national problem of school segregation. The second is an article from 2018 about an ongoing lawsuit 

challenging school segregation here in New Jersey. Podcast "The Problem We All Live with" from This 

American Life and Article “N.J. schools are among the most segregated in U.S.” Each week’s resources are 

linked in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the website. Questions? Email Becky 

Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. We hope you can join us!  

 

YOUTH GROUP – Congrats to our big Super Bowl Box Pool winners Leah, Milo and Connor! Prizes for 

our big winners are forthcoming. We are taking this week off due to the long weekend but will be back on 

2/21/21, so be on the lookout for Zoom info. Not on the email list? Contact Gab Heimerling. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 

Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus. This Bible study is open to all, and you are 

welcome to jump in when you are able. Give it a try! 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/FPCH%20Lenten%20Devotional%202021%208-5%20x%2011.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84284511344
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/562/the-problem-we-all-live-with-part-one
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/562/the-problem-we-all-live-with-part-one
https://www.nj.com/education/2018/05/lawsuit_calls_for_statewide_desegregation_of_nj_sc.html
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus.pdf
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JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The texts 

for Tuesday, February 16 are Gen 9:8-17 Mark 1:9-15. Here’s the Zoom link.  

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY meets next on Tuesday, February 16, at 7 p.m. for its study on the Book of 

Ephesians. Ephesians reveals many of God's wonderful truths including that we are all loved and accepted 

by Christ and saved through faith. We will go through the six chapters over a period of weeks and discuss 

what different religious teachers and pastors say about the book by Paul that discusses both God's love for 

us and how to be mature Christians. Deb Nussbaum and Jill and Tony Mascena host this Zoom study. We 

end every session with prayer concerns. All are welcome. If you would like the Zoom link, please contact 

the church office to be put on the Porch Study mailing list.  

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY FOR NOVICES – Doug is starting a new Bible study for 

anyone who has hesitated to join a Bible study or wants to try something new. The class will use a book 

called A Guide through the Old Testament and meet on 12 consecutive Mondays beginning on February 22 

at 11:30 a.m. (If that schedule is terrible for folks who want to participate, we'll re-examine during our first 

session!) The books are $15 and will be available soon! If you know you're interested and want to reserve 

one, just click here to send Doug an email. If you can’t join the discussion but would like to work through 

the book on your own, that works, too. Doug is happy to have one-on-one conversations on the texts at any 

point. Take a chance and let the world of the Bible open up! 

 

THE DEACONS REACH OUT – Last week, when Camden County went to Code Blue status due to the 

cold, 40 homeless men had to leave a shelter that became uninhabitable. With the help of the Deacons’ 

Fund, all of the men were found suitable housing for the duration of the Code Blue. Thank you all for your 

support of the Deacons! 

 

MOVIE NIGHT, ANYONE? How about a big fat Greek movie night?! Here's something that’s just for fun 

— no work, no study, no reading — just taking a couple of hours and watching a really great movie that’s 

guaranteed to leave you feeling happy. It’s simple: 1. Sometime in the next few weeks, watch “My Big Fat 

Greek Wedding” on whatever device or streaming service you prefer. 2. Block off Tuesday, March 9, from 

7:00 to 8:00 p.m. for a Zoom conversation. That’s it. If something that folks enjoy, we’ll do it every month! 

 

AN UPDATE ON THE PATH TO CALLING A NEW SENIOR PASTOR – THE PROCESS: 

1. Mission Study: a Mission Study Team (MST) will review the Mission Study and Holy Cow survey data 

from the recent associate pastor search and update as needed. This study must be approved by West Jersey 

Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM). 

2. Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC): the congregation votes on a slate of candidates for the PNC put 

forth by the Nominating Committee. The PNC first completes a Ministry Information Form (MIF) to submit 

to the PCUSA for posting. Then the PNC reviews Pastor Information Forms (PIF) submitted by candidates 

interested in the job. 

3. Description and Terms of Call: at the same time as Step 2, Human Resources (HR) and the PNC write a 

position description and Terms of Call for the senior pastor position. 

4. Search and Call: PNC reviews Pastor Information Forms (PIF) submitted by interested clergy and 

moves through the numerous steps toward bringing a candidate to the congregation, following all COM and 

PCUSA call requirements. 

Where we are now: Doug will submit a slate of names for the Mission Study Team for Session to approve at 

its February 15 meeting. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
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IHOC MALL WALK – The 2021 Annual Mall Walk has gone hybrid! 

Join IHOC on Sunday, February 28, 2021 starting at 12:00 Noon In-

person at Voorhees Town Center OR Virtually at the location of your 

choice. Click here for full details or to donate. Contact Ed Hess with 

questions: (856) 428-8598 The goal is to raise $50,000 to support 

IHOC’s programs for the homeless of South Jersey. Needs are great this 

year and programs are ongoing. 

 

ST WILFRID’S:  

Friday Foodbank Crew: Next pickup is tentatively on February 19th. Please contact Rose Guthrie at 

intrepidrose@hotmail.com. 8:15 at the Foodbank, about 8:45 at St Wilfrid’s  

Yesterday, we distributed Valentine’s Day bags, filled with a card, toothbrush, toothpaste and Hershey’s 

candies, in addition to the food and coats. Thanks to all involved who worked on this act of care! 

Toys and Backpacks: Rose Guthrie is collecting “look like new” toys, and we are collecting backpacks for 

next September. And, although it is 25 degrees, we will probably be collecting box fans for the heat of the 

summer.  

Needs: As long as it’s cold, we give out jackets and we still need sizes Large, extra Large, and extra, extra 

Large!  Hats and mittens and socks. Peanut butter tuna, diapers kids and adult sizes, and wipes. These may 

be dropped off at the bin behind Grace Church any day during the week or at the drive through after church 

on Sundays Any questions,please contact Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 or check the website 

www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Genesis 9:8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 

every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that 

never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy 

the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 

covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will 

remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 

never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, 

“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”  
 

Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 

coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 

voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit 

immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he 

was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time 

is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/mall-walk/
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ashley Williams – awilliams@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

Preschoolers Mailing Valentines 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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